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Abstract

An individual's proficiency in reading has a direct impact on their proficiency in listening, speaking,
and writing, the four cornerstones of every language. Reading enhances one's mastery of the language,
which enables effective communication. As a result, it must be a part of every school's curriculum.
Nonetheless, this competency receives little attention in K-12 and higher education. The reading habit
is not fostered by students. The purpose of this research is to identify reading habits that students may
develop in order to enhance their reading comprehension, retention, and speed when reading in English.
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Introduction

Because of its crucial role in meeting the linguistic needs of specialised academic fields, the
ever-changing field of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) in higher education has attracted
a lot of attention. With more and more universities throughout the world using English as
their primary language of teaching, the need for specialised language programmes is
growing, especially in STEM fields like. With an emphasis on students' English language
needs within the framework of an ESP classroom inside a university environment, this
academic study explores the complex relationship between language learning and the
domain-specific requirements of education. Students of, for example, would benefit from an
ESP programme that tailors its English language instruction to their unique requirements.
Students that enrol in ESP programmes are better prepared to excel academically and
professionally. The source cited is Belachew (2020). Students may get the language abilities
necessary to converse successfully in a global context via ESP. Engineers must possess these
abilities since they are often called upon to analyse complex issues and devise innovative
solutions. According to Spence, it is crucial to develop and provide English as a Second
Language (ESL) courses that address the language and communication needs of students.

To help students succeed in today's competitive academic and professional world, it is
important to explain the complexities of language education and the rising difficulties and
possibilities of meeting these demands. Students' academic and career paths may be
influenced by their degree of linguistic competence and skill. In the end, progress in
language teaching approaches and the larger conversation around ESP pedagogy may be
achieved by a thorough comprehension of students' English language demands (Le, 2018). In
order to determine what students need to improve in their English language proficiency
(ESP) classes, it is important to look at the linguistic aspects of programmes. A requirements
analysis of students' English abilities in an ESP course may help with this, as can finding the
best learning environment and, from the stakeholders' point of view, the most important
subjects to cover.

The globalised world is able to communicate quickly thanks to the English language.
Learning English will open doors to many different careers, since it is widely recognized as
an official language and is very valuable in many fields, including academia and
interpersonal communication. The English language is used for the majority of government
and business-related tasks. Therefore, there is an urgent need to address the role of the
English language in globalization. All fields utilise English as their official and common
language since it is a lingua franca.
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The English language is used in all of the documents. The
ability to speak English is now a prerequisite for
participating in worldwide conversation. People who want
to communicate use English because that's what everyone
else does; it has nothing to do with the language itself.
People are the driving force behind English's status as the de
jure language of global communication. People use English
as their primary language.

Many academic files and research papers in the vast subject
of professional are written in English. Having good
command of the language makes it much easier for students
to grasp complex ideas. Writing academic papers is also
required for a number of degree courses. As a result, you'll
need to be quite proficient in English. The importance of the
English language in one's professional, intellectual, and
social life is highlighted by NS Prabhu. 2 Academically,
socially, and professionally, particularly in the disciplines of
and medical, English has emerged as the preeminent
language in today's globally interconnected globe. Its
versatility stems from the fact that it is an international link
language. The educated population of the globe uses the
English language for both reading and speech. Many areas
rely on English, including the Indian government,
legislature, judiciary, and business. Academics and
professional administrators also make use of it as a medium
of education.

Literature and Review

Badawy, Mazen. (2023) [ Examination of the
Stakeholders' Needs in the Area of English Language
Proficiency among Engineering Students. Brief summary:
From a stakeholder viewpoint, the research sought to
determine  engineering  students' English  language
requirements. To assess the students' current level of
English proficiency, their perceptions of their own
requirements, and their aspirations for future English
language acquisition, the research included both quantitative
and qualitative methodologies, including interviews and
questionnaires. Research subjects included 894 first-year
engineering students from Kafrelshiekh and El-Mahala's
respective Higher Institutes of Engineering and Technology,
as well as 17 faculty members and 9 engineering employers.
The study's findings highlight the critical relevance of
engineering students honing their English language abilities
for efficient oral and written communication. Additionally,
the research stresses the need of tailoring an English class to
the unique requirements of engineering students in order to
better equip them for academic and professional success. To
better prepare engineering students for academic and
professional success, this study's results may inform the
design of more engaging and rigorous ESP courses and
programmes.

Fattah, Hejar & Vadivel, Balachandran & Shaban,
Ahmad & Shanmugam, Kalaiyarasi. (2024) 2

The incorporation of artificial intelligence (Al) into
classrooms has the potential to revolutionise language
instruction, especially for students studying English. The
effects of Al on ESL students' ability to learn, understand,
and use English are the focus of this research. The study's
overarching goals are to determine how well Al is working
in English classes, how it is affecting current pedagogical
practices, and how both teachers and students feel about it.
A survey of the relevant literature highlights the many
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applications of artificial intelligence (Al), such as adaptive
learning platforms and natural language processing, which
allow for more tailored education and better language skills.
Using a mixed-method strategy, we integrate quantitative
results from language tests with qualitative information
gleaned from interviews, surveys, and observations. The
desired outcomes should show how Al can improve
language abilities, increase engagement, and provide more
personalised learning experiences. Also explored are
obstacles to Al deployment, including accessibility and
pedagogical adaption. Findings from this study have
governmental, institutional, and educational ramifications,
as they provide light on how to use Al to enhance English
language instruction. Improving language learning strategies
and curricula requires an understanding of Al's effects and
limits. The findings of this research provide important
recommendations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al) in
language classes of the future, with the ultimate goal of
improving students' English language skills in today's
schools.

Mamadiyeva, Gulbakhor. (2022) ¥, Project-Based Learning
for the Improvement of Engineering Students' English
Proficiency in Uzbekistan Gulbakhor Mamadiyeva is a
professor at Uzbekistan's First University. Abstract Because
they deal with a wide range of problems and provide
potential answers, engineers have a reputation for being
great problem solvers. As early as their first year of college,
they should be working to improve their English language
abilities and problem-solving abilities. Students engage in
collaborative problem-solving via the use of project-based
learning, which encourages them to think beyond the box.
This study will explore how engineering students in
Uzbekistan might benefit from project-based learning in
terms of enhancing their English speaking abilities and
strengthening their soft skills. Upon entering New
Uzbekistan University as freshmen, students are given the
opportunity to showcase their startup initiatives that aim to
address issues they identify throughout the nation.
Collaboratively, teams determined an issue, brainstormed
potential remedies, and then presented their findings. A
month was needed to get everything ready for the
endeavour. Student volunteers for this initiative were given
this assignment. A post-survey was administered after the
presentation to ascertain the outcomes of the project-based
learning. While working on the projects, the participants
said they were better readers and speakers of English. Along
with this, students said that the initiative helped them
become better communicators, team players, and public
speakers. Learning via Projects (PBL), Fluency in English
and Reading, Confidence in Public Speaking, and
Collaboration.

Velayudham, Saravanan & Ganesan, Sankar. (2021) M.
When they graduate, engineering students in India often find
themselves unprepared for the workforce owing to a lack of
proficiency in interpersonal communication. During the
campus placement drive, engineering students with strong
English communication skills are able to get decent
employment and start their lives off on the right foot. The
purpose of this essay is to help two groups of engineering
students—one from a privileged background and one from a
less fortunate one—improve their communication abilities.
It's no secret that the majority of engineering classrooms
include pupils with a wide range of abilities and
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backgrounds. It is feasible to become fluent in English, and
doing so requires a methodical approach, a variety of
learning tactics, and a variety of learning instruments and
procedures. In this study, we survey the relevant literature
on the topic and discuss several approaches, resources, and
strategies for improving students' communication abilities in
mixed-ability engineering courses. The article delves into
the topic of feedback as a tool for enhancing engineering
students' communication abilities, specifically their written
and spoken expression. Improving engineering students'
communication abilities will boost their confidence and
open doors to greater job prospects. Students of engineering
who are adept communicators will be more equipped to
confidently compete for jobs throughout the world.

Ke, Xu & Darun, Mohd. (2023) . This study delves into
the use of problem-based learning (PBL) as an intervention
for grammar. Sixty tenth graders from Jiangwai Middle
School in Sichuan Province, China, together with an English
instructor, participated in this study. Methods for gathering
information included participant observation, surveys, and
surveys. Miles and Huberman's (1984) 118! four categories of
analytical activity were used to examine the data, and the
results were reported descriptively. Using grammatical
intervention in PBL pedagogy significantly improved
students' English reading comprehension, according to the
Informal Reading Inventory (IRI). Improving middle
schoolers' English reading comprehension was the goal of
the implementation approach that was presented.

Mechanics of reading what happens when we read?

The written line is not smoothly followed by our eyes;
rather, they jolt back and forth. When one's eyes stop
between two spans of vision, reading occurs instantly. We
fool ourselves into thinking we can decipher what we read
only by looking at the words one after the other. The
reader's eye makes a succession of hops as they follow the
line, as shown experimentally. The leaps may be as little as
a single word every now and again, but more often than not
they span several phrases, and even whole sentences. The
eyes typically travel backwards, or regress, in a bad reader.
The eye pan is a person's ability to take in and comprehend a
certain number of words in a single blink.

The reader's fluency is directly proportional to their eye
span; a shorter one indicates inferior reading skills. A longer
fixation period, less retraction of the eyes, and a broader eye
span are all indicators of more advanced reading habits. If a
poor reader focuses on the letters "B-a-d bad," for example,
they will miss the whole word. Their reading is
accompanied by mumbling, frequent eye movement, and the
use of a finger or pencil to highlight certain words. Reading
may be a boring subject, so teachers should come up with
creative ways to engage students, such as having them
create a picture and then write a phrase to go beneath it. If
that doesn't work, he may always use flash cards—a deck of
six—to assist them remember what to do. Flashcards with
instructions may be shown; students must read and execute
the instructions.

Process involved in reading

As a behavioural aspect of human psychology, language
serves the primary purpose of facilitating interaction
between individuals. There is "a system or arbitrary vocal
symbols by which a social group cooperates,”" according to
the definition. "It is a patterned system of arbitrary sound
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symbols,” says the theory of general linguistics. A system
for organizing sounds, creating words, ordering words,
organizing meaning, and visual symbols for writing are all
layers of language. There are five linguistic structures that
correspond to these levels:

Phonological

Morphological

Semantic

Graphic

Syntactic

The visual depiction of spoken language is the graphic
structure. As compared to the Phonological Structure, which
is at the bottom of the organisational hierarchy, the
Semantic Structure is at the very top. Language is mostly
spoken, but many languages also have written forms with
few visual symbols (letters, punctuation marks, etc.) that
reflect the sounds. Students need to know this. The fact that
there are 44 phonemes in English and only 26 in the Roman
alphabet is something that students should be made aware
of. They should also be informed that the number of letters
used to represent phonemes varies from language to
language. A resource like the Advanced Learners'
Dictionary of Contemporary English may help them get
familiar with phonemic transcription and its uses. Stress and
intonation are also components of a language's sound
system.

A language's vowels and consonants are considered
Segmental traits, while these are considered Supra
Segmental features. Words, phrases, and even whole
sentences may have their meaning altered simply by
changing their emphasis (stress). A request or an angry
demand might be conveyed by the tone of the statement. A
reader has to be trained to make sense of all these pieces
once they have perceived the sounds and symbols. One must
comprehend the writer's intended message in order to use
language effectively, as communication is its fundamental
role. In order to deduce the meaning, the reader must be able
to differentiate between truth and opinion, make educated
guesses, and use their imagination. Reading involves the
Symbol, Sound, and Sense processes.

Reading helps in bettering our communication skills
Reading is a great way to hone your words and sentences.
Improving our ability to communicate seeks to:

Equipping pupils for future employment and fostering
economic growth.

Reading helps students develop abilities in critical
thinking, public speaking, debate, research, and oral
presentations, among other areas

Engineers and technological specialists of the future.
They may learn more about the problems and worries
that companies have with new technology by reading
up on the subject.

Reading is a thinking process (Betts)

Students become more self-assured, innovative, and
productive as they gain an understanding of the regional and
global effects of technology and develop their command of
the English language. They also become more attuned to the
realities of the workplace. As a result, they will be prepared
to become competent communicators, creative thinkers,
active members of technological communities for the rest of
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their lives, and upholders of the values and principles
associated with work, employment, and the workplace.

Reading to seek for facts and improve knowledge
College is easier for readers. Furthermore, their superior
performance extends beyond the realm of communication
and English. They improve across the board and maintain
their improved performance throughout college. All of
humanity's knowledge and wisdom may be found in books.
The right books and their proper use are essential
information. We must reject the assumptions and broad
generalisations that characterise a mind that is still
developing and instead demonstrate the veracity of facts.
Reading to verify facts and find mistakes is an essential skill
for any scientist or technician, or anybody who values
accuracy. The young adult will consult his books till he is
certain that he is correct as he starts his instruction in his
workshops or at the accounts desk. According to Dr.
Manivannan, the most cutting-edge research and
technological developments are taking place at American
colleges, where the English language is used for scientific
discussions.

Communication skills assessment

Effective communication in today's increasingly complex
and multicultural workplace requires not just an
understanding of the language and its nuances but also the
analytical and problem-solving abilities necessary for
success in the workplace. They often have low levels of
verbal competence when it comes to analysis. The following
is an example of how the communication skills evaluation
should be structured, according to one study:

Formalities may be helpful for measuring a student's
language abilities, because they tend to happen at
specified periods.

Regular language tests should be carried out

Comments are also very important.

Get pupils involved in real-life communication
scenarios;

"Tackle student insights so that skills are identified and
developed,” advises Kloss. To ensure that all students are
held to the same, consistent, and accurate standards, it is
wise to identify the rating dimensions and provide explicit
operational definitions. This will allow for more meaningful
individual feedback. To integrate the techniques learnt into
the rest of the student's experience, topics must first clearly
understand the advantages and relevance of using them.
Integration stands alone. As an example, degrees should
have mandatory communication skills instruction, which
may be fulfilled by one or more courses. But that's not all;
you'll need to put those talents to use all through your
degree to prove their worth and encourage good habits. A
reorganization of the curriculum or even individual course
components may be necessary to achieve this goal.
Universities need to teach graduates the skills employers
and society are looking for if they want to be relevant in the
modern world. By incorporating these abilities within the
topic modules, particularly in the grading system, one may
get the ideal blend of capabilities. Here are some possible
areas for further research:

determining ways in which courses may include
communication;
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Finding out which classes, topics, and fields can most
easily incorporate this kind of learning;

Deciding how much weight to give to assignments that
need communication (such as reports, presentations,
etc.);

Deciding when (say, the first year) students should
begin receiving formal communication instruction;
Determining how many schools presently include such
topics into programmes and what percentage of those
schools do so;

Communication education is integrated into several
topic areas through: Working with other faculty
members (such as management) to determine how;
Encouraging academics to communicate internationally
in order to promote the flow of knowledge.

The contemporary engineer's education places a premium on
language and communication abilities. The needs of
business and society will be met most effectively by those
institutions that have already integrated communication and
multilingualism.  Additional abilities, particularly
communication and international/intercultural competences,
need to be added to the already packed curriculum. Adding
a new topic will often be challenging, but it will have less of
an impact on the skill being taught in the long run. Including
communication skills in business curriculum helps students
develop these abilities and use them in varied situations.
This is especially true if students see the communication
component as significant and a portion of their final grade is
based on it. An important part of lifelong learning is the
introduction of language and communication enhancement
courses; these courses will help students become more
proficient during the course of their academic careers.
Because of the simplification of basic communication skills,
this should pave the way for improvements in and, by
extension, education. It is recommended that kids begin
developing their communication and emotional intelligence
abilities throughout their time in secondary school.
Allophone Mical claims that this is not part of the national
curriculum and instead caters to the students' individual
needs. Since mastering a new language is an ongoing
process for working professionals, it is essential that they
continue their education throughout their careers. Although
other methods for teaching languages emerged later on, the
communicative approach ultimately proved to be the most
effective. The pedagogical paradigm known as
"Communicative Language Teaching" (CLT) places an
emphasis on student-teacher dialogue as the foundation for
and the endpoint of language acquisition. "Communicative
Approach™ is another name for it.

Learning a new language is much easier when one uses
communicative language teaching methods. As they study
the target language, students of other languages may play
these tactics. All of the methods for learning a language are
put into practice via the study of real texts, contact between
individuals, and talking in accordance with the instructions.
Having engaging classroom and real-world contexts for
language learning is beneficial. While a result of mentors
providing guidance on the best methods, tactics, and
approaches for improving one's language abilities in any
setting, students are able to draw on one another's personal
experiences while they study a language. A communicative
approach to language learning promotes rapid acquisition
via the execution of actions such as establishing a
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conversational atmosphere and engaging in novel pursuits.
After that, mastering the target language becomes second
nature. Learners of CLT strive to communicate fluently in
the target language. Grammar has been deemed crucial in
the past. The primary role of the teacher, according to CLT,
is that of a facilitator, not an educator. With an emphasis on
reading and spoken language, this approach may be used in
both written and spoken forms of communication.
Communication abilities are the primary emphasis of these
methods.

Reading skill is more significant

The purpose of this study is to examine how reading
comprehension is influenced by language instruction and
acquisition for students in Andhra Pradesh. In order to
understand the content, reading comprehension skills are
crucial. The materials and methodology will assess the
students' level of competency in the target language and
identify any challenges they may be encountering. The
current curriculum and course materials will be assessed. 'In
reading skills," the study will talk about current tactics.
Reading, as Brown sees it, is a complex cognitive activity
that involves coding and decoding signals in order to
construct or understand meaning. In almost every academic
discipline, reading is an essential component. The very
definition of reading has evolved significantly throughout
the course of history. Reading fluently is one of the most
important skills for academic achievement.

There is substantial evidence from reading research that
kids' comprehension improves as they read more slowly and
deliberately. Reading comprehension and fluency will also
play a vital role in pupils' academic success. Reading 42
comprehension and study goals and methods are
complementary. In order to learn and remember the
material, the reader must first grasp its meaning. A number
of studies have shown that proficient readers can extract
important information from texts, leading researchers to
conclude that reading comprehension is a prerequisite for
strong academic performance. Effectively responding to
subjective questions requires students to be attuned to the
essential elements of what they read.

Reading theory has developed much throughout the last 40
years. The behavioural viewpoint on reading was popular in
the 1960s and continued into the 1970s. Subsequently, an
interactive or holistic method started, which kept on
stimulating thoughts about reading comprehension. Reading
using an interactive strategy involves inferring meaning
from context outside the text, which is a socially created,
cognitively developed, and developmental endeavours.
Reading was thought to be a rather static activity by early
practitioners of reading instruction.

According to their reasoning, the reader is liable for
deciphering the intended meaning of the words conveyed in
the text as the text itself is the meaning. Reading, according
to modern studies, is an interactive process in which readers
use what they read to build their own understanding of the
text. Word recognition, understanding, fluency, and
motivation are all intricate parts of reading. Reading for
college requires a more in-depth examination and
comprehension of texts compared to reading for school.
Readability, comprehension, and processing speed across a
range of textual complexity levels are essential skills for
academic success.
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Conclusion

A language training programme that does not include a
linguistic competence evaluation puts pupils without prior
exposure to fundamental language abilities at a
disadvantage. Teachers should systematically work with
their students to improve their listening, speaking, reading,
and writing abilities in the classroom. Since there is more
time in lab courses, there is where you may do this.
Consequently, it is important to evaluate suitable actions
from this perspective.

Reference

1. Badawy M. English Language Skills for Engineering
Students from the Perspective of the Stakeholders: A
Need Analysis Study 2023. [Internet]. 2023 [cited 2024
Apr 26];3:1-30. Available from: [insert URL if
available]

Fattah H, Vadivel B, Shaban A, Shanmugam K.
Enhancing English Language Education: The Impact of
Al Integration in the Classroom. [Internet]. 2024 [cited
2024 Apr 26]. Available from: [insert URL if available]
Mamadiyeva G. Developing English-Speaking Skills of
Engineering Students through Project-Based Learning
in Uzbekistan. [Internet]. 2022 [cited 2024 Apr
26];21:247-252. Available from: [insert URL if
available]

Velayudham S, Ganesan S. Enhancing communication
skills of engineering Students -A Study. [Internet]. 2021
[cited 2024 Apr 26]. Available from: [insert URL if
available]

Ke X, Darun M. enhancing students’ English reading
comprehension using grammar intervention PBL at
middle school. Int j entrepreneurship, Bus Technol.
[Internet]. 2023 [cited 2024 Apr 26];1. Available from:
[insert URL if available]

Channa M. A study of needs of using English of
Engineering students at Quaid-e-Awam University of
Engineering, Science and Technology, Pakistan. J
Thonburi Univ. 2013;7:7-17.

Xu J. The Application of Critical Thinking in Teaching
English Reading. Theory Pract Lang Stud. 2011;1:136-
141.

Shah S, Memon S, Pathan H. Investigating the
Relationship between English Language Proficiency
and Academic Performance of Engineering Students in
Mehran under the Creative Common Attribution Non-
Commercial 4.0. Pak J Humanit Soc Sci Res.
2021;9:515-525.

Tsai Y, Chang Y. Enhancing Engineering Students'
Reading Comprehension of English for Science and
Technology With the Support of an Online Cumulative
Sentence Analysis System. SAGE Open. 2014;4.

Low HM, Mohamed A, Mohamed Ismail SA. English
Reading Proficiency of Engineering Undergraduates in
Malaysia: Implications on Professional Training and
Career Development. Soc Educ Res. 2020;87-95.

Amos K, Mcgowan U. Integrating academic reading
and writing skills development with core content in
science and engineering. J Learn Dev High Educ.
2012:1-24.

Masaji M. The Necessity of English for Engineering
Students. Engl Educ. 2021;1:1-3.

Felder R. Engineering education. [Internet]. 2012 [cited
2024 Apr 26]. Available from: [insert URL if available]

10.

11.

12.

13.


https://www.englishjournal.net/

International Journal of Research in English

14. Madhumathi P, Ghosh A. Academic reading
competence of the engineering students. Int J Appl Eng
Res. 2017;12:9561-9569.

15. Abboodi S. Difficulties Faced by Engineering Students
in Reading and Comprehending English Texts. J Coll
Lang Univ Baghdad. 2012;238-259.

16. Miles MB, Huberman AM. Drawing valid meaning
from qualitative data: Toward a shared craft.
Educational researcher. 1984 May;13(5):20-30.

~a4~

https://www.englishjournal.net



https://www.englishjournal.net/

